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Everything starts with reading



Being able to read is 

the most important 

skill children will 

learn during their 

school life and has 

implications for life-

long confidence and 

wellbeing.  



Letters 
and 

Sounds 

Phase 1 

Phase 2

Phase 3

Phase 4
Phase 5

Phase 6



Tricky Words
Because English is not phonetically regular, some common, everyday words like the, no and said 

cannot be read by sounding out. These are referred to as tricky words. Read these words out to your 

child and they will soon learn to recognise them by sight. 



Graphemes

Phonemes
Single unit of sound

igh
night  nine  tie  cry



Blending - Merging (or synthesising) 

the phonemes c-a-t
into the word cat

Blending and Segmenting

Segmenting- Taking a spoken word (e.g. 

him) Identifying the individual sounds h-i-m 
and working out how to write each sound to 

create the word



Phase 2

sun
CVC word



Phase 3

sh o p

diagraph









How can 
I help? 

Play I Spy 
Sing the alphabet 

Segment for spelling

Blend for reading 

Praise your child 

Recognise tricky words 




